[image: image1.png]Jflagler County :zl]ltllff 5 Offire




7
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Date:
February 17, 2012



 Contact: Debra Johnson








 Public Information Officer








 Phone: 386.586.4814









 E-Mail: djohnson@myfcso.us







 Website: www.myfcso.us
Flagler County Sheriff Receives Award For Excellence

The Flagler County Sheriff’s Office closed out 2011 with Sheriff Donald W. Fleming being chosen to  receive the “Regional Award For Excellence in Public Safety” from the Northeast Florida Regional Council, which is made up representatives from cities and counties in Northeast Florida.

 In announcing the award, the Council cited Sheriff Fleming’s efforts to educate Flagler County residents on crime prevention. The objective is to keep citizens involved with their local law enforcement agency and reduce crime at the same time.

“I appreciate the Council’s recognition. This recognizes the success of  crime prevention programs that we had had in place for several years and the introduction of new programs that have proven to be successful,” said Sheriff Fleming.
Crime prevention efforts by the FCSO, such as the Neighborhood Watch program, were noted by the Council.

 The Neighborhood Watch program grew in the last two years by 40 percent with more communities banning tougher for a common goal of reducing crime. The FCSO has annually partnered with Target Superstores to promote “National Night Out”. This event sets up communication and interaction between Neighborhood Watch programs in Flagler County.

 Other crime prevention and crime interdiction efforts were considered as part of the “Award for Excellence”.
The FCSO offers a Citizen’s Academy that gives local residents a look inside Flagler County’s largest law enforcement agency. The agency already has scheduled the first Academy of 2012 for March 20. The eight-week, program meets twice a week to allow citizens to interact and ask questions of members of every division within the agency.

Response time to crimes has also been targeted by the FCSO. A Crime Suppression Team has been tasked with targeting specific crime areas within the county and focusing surveillance and directed patrols in those areas.

The efforts to improve crime prevention awareness and target specific crime areas have brought positive results.

In 2010, there was an overall five percent decrease in crime in Flagler County, as indicated by the Uniform Crime Reports published by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement.

“Every member of this agency has had a stake in receiving this award. This is recognition of  the professionalism exhibited daily by the men and women who protect this community,” said Sheriff Fleming.
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